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National Park Mandate 

The national parks of Canada are dedicated to the 

people of Canada for their benefit, education and 

enjoyment, and the parks shall be maintained and made 

use of so as to leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment 

of future generations. 

Canada National Parks Act        

 

Canada’s treasured natural and historic places will be a 

living legacy, connecting hearts and minds to a stronger, 

deeper understanding of the very essence of Canada. 

Parks Canada’s Vision Statement 



 



Pre-Park Status of Sable Island 
• Managed under Canada Shipping Act (1962) 

 

• Designated a Migratory Bird Sanctuary (1977) 
 

• Offshore Petroleum Accord (1986 / 1988) 
– Takes precedence over all other legislation 

– Established Sable Island footprint to 1 nautical mile 

– Board “policy” was to protect Sable Island 
 

• Significant discovery licenses overlap about 12 percent of 
Sable Island, some predating Accord 
 

• Some portions of island designated critical habitat under 
Species at Risk Act 
 

• Sable Island subject to increasing visitation, requests for 
filming, and place for research 



Extensive beaches and sand dunes 



Approximately 400 wild horses 



World’s largest breeding colony  

of grey seals 



The Graveyard of the Atlantic 



A Brief History to Park Status 

• Existing regulatory approach not appropriate for managing for 
conservation and other public interest objectives 
– 1998: Conservation Strategy for Sable Island 

– 2001: Canada review of Canada Shipping Act  
 

• 2004: Canada and Nova Scotia recommend federal protected area 
to conserve area and maintain human presence 
 

• 2008: Canada provides funds for 5 years to maintain human 
presence and potential national wildlife area designation 
 

• 2009: Nova Scotia signals interest to Canada in designating Sable 
Island a national park 
 

• 2010: Two governments sign an MOU agreeing to examine whether 
Sable Island should be designated: 
– a national park under Canada National Parks Act 

– a national wildlife area under Canada Wildlife Act 



 

© Zoe Lucas, Green Horse Society 



Drilling for oil and natural gas 



Task Force Report - Earth Day 2010 

In report to federal and provincial ministers, Canada – Nova 
Scotia Sable Island Task Force recommends a national park: 
 

• Protected and presented within a national network of national parks, 
marine conservation areas and historic sites 
 

• Portrayed as one of Canada’s premiere natural and cultural icons, 
emphasizing the importance of Sable Island and its rich history 
 

• Stronger emphasis on protection of sub-surface non-petroleum 
resources recognizing that access to petroleum resources continues 
 

• Provision of memorable visitor experiences and outreach programs 
within a framework emphasizing ecological integrity 
 

• Conservation and presentation of archaeological and cultural 
resources 
 

• Diversity of national park program objectives would better lend itself 
to human presence 

 



Consultation - Views of Canadians 

In general, we heard from Canadians:  
 

• support the proposed national park designation 
 

• important to maintain ecological integrity and protect 
cultural resources 
 

• are interested in visitor experience opportunities on the 
island but limited in scope / scale and are well-managed 
 

• want off-island experiences and educational opportunities 
 

• want careful management of natural resources including 
petroleum  
 

• are concerned about wildlife management, particularly 
seals and wild horses 
 



 

 



Views of Stakeholders 

Key themes that emerged from stakeholders:  

• recognize Sable’s special place in hearts and minds of Nova Scotians 

and its link to their identity, sea-faring history and the offshore  

• ensure ongoing opportunities for research, both natural and cultural 

• importance of Sable as refuge for aviation and boating safety and 

evacuation from offshore platforms in an emergency 

• protect grey seals and other wildlife in the national park  

• concern about impact of grey seals on commercial fishing industry 

and whether culls possible once designated a national park 

• concern about petroleum exploration and development activities:  

– ensuring that the industry is not adversely affected 

– concerns about drilling in the area and potential environmental impacts 



Designation Process 

• Canada - Nova Scotia sign park establishment agreement agreeing to: 
– prohibit drilling from surface of island out to 1 nautical mile 

– restrict surface access rights to: 
• access to existing well-heads 

• low impact petroleum exploration activities 

• emergency evacuation for offshore workers and emergency facilities 
 

• Led by Exxon, holders of significant discovery licenses voluntarily 
amend their licenses to put in place the prohibition on drilling 
 

• Decision to designate area as a national park reserve 
– Acknowledges claim by Mi’kmaq 

– Managed as a national park 
 

• In 2013, legislation tabled in Parliament to amend: Canada National 
Parks Act and federal offshore petroleum act 
 

• Province passes mirror legislation to enact 
 

• Sable Island officially a national park reserve in December 2013 



 



Legislation (1) 

• Protects Sable Island under the Canada National Parks 

Act 
 

• Legislative ban on exploratory and extractive drilling for 

petroleum resources from the surface of Sable Island 
 

• Creates a legislative buffer zone around the national 

park reserve out to one nautical mile (about 200 sq km) 
 

• Legally limits number of petroleum related activities 

permitted and directs if seismic is permitted that it be 

low-impact 

 



Legislation (2) 

• Requires Offshore Petroleum Board to consult Parks 

Canada should it want to issue a permit for activity on 

Sable Island 
 

• Protects the asserted Aboriginal rights and title by 

Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia by designating a national park 

reserve 
 

• Provides opportunities for Canadians to experience 

Sable Island 

 



 

Former Mobil drill sites 



Conclusion 

• National park status possible because of the long-standing 

commitment of many starting with 1960 campaign 
 

• Creation of this national park tapped into an unprecedented 

level of awareness and commitment 

 

 

 


